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The skip- The next link in the chain of producers and distributors,
after the Hostmen, was the shipowner. He was more than a
mere carrier since he bought the coal at one end and sold it
at the other. The target of attack from the London buyers,
he sheltered himself behind the coal-fitters upon whose
shoulders he placed responsibility for all the abuses in the
coal trade *. The friction grew acute when, as sometimes
happened, the fitters sought to handle the trade at both ends
—at the port of lading and at the port of unlading. The
shipowners complained of this intrusion into their province
in 1766 when they alleged that the coal agents had become
owners of ships to a very great extent: " and in order to
engross and keep the trade in their own hands have made it a
practice to refuse a loading of coals, except it be an inferior
sort, to the petitioners, unless taken upon freight at a con-
siderable under-value, and at other times obliging them to
wait with their ships eight or ten weeks for a loading, and
at the same time loading such ships as they are themselves
most interested in immediately on their arrival "„ By this
method of monopolizing, proceeds their petition, the fitters
" are getting fortunes upon the wreck of the petitioners "
and " will in a short time become masters of the whole coal
trade "2. And even when the Hostmen did not enter into
competition with the shipowner, their monopoly and close
corporation placed them in a position of superior bargaining
power. The shipowner was not only debarred from buying
his coal dkect from the coalowners—unless the latter were
members of the Hostmen's Company—but he found the
market for coal at Newcastle in the hands of a ' ring ' which
made selling agreements to restrict output and control prices.
The merchant shippers set to work to form an organiza-
tion of their own. They found their opportunity in the
fiscal needs of Charles I. In 1637 the Kong had created a new
corporation of Hostmen upon which he conferred the sole
right of selling coal at Newcastle and lading ships, in return
for the payment of one shilling on every chaldron of coal s.
1 State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 563.
1 House of Commons Journals, xxx. 542, 630, 706. See infra, Appendix,
p. 489, No. 2.
* The Newcastle clialdron : Gardiner, England's Grievance Discovered
(1655), ed. 1796, p. 55 ; Records of the Hostmen, 77.

